,
If you think moving to a new home is in your future, now is a good time to discuss the real estate market. We'd be happy to sit
down with you, even if only to help you review your situation, and to advise you of any issues or opportunities you should be
aware of. Then, once we're up-to-date with your specifics, we can assess your selling potential and evaluate your buying
prospects, according to current conditions, as well as future trends.
So, whenever you’re ready to put a plan together, we want you to feel free to give us a call anytime.
Item of value
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Happiness is more than a state of mind. It has an impact on your health, relationships, career, and perspective, and
may even affect the way you handle the big and small challenges that pop up. The happiest people have developed
the habits and relationships to live a full life.
This month we're sending along information that will help you live a happier life. The information is based on research
conducted by Dan Buettner, who studied the secrets of the happiest cultures around the world. Page one outlines five
ways to boost your happiness level, from surrounding yourself with happy people to taking charge of your finances.
Page two provides five benefits of happiness and a few tips to incorporate into your daily life. Decide to be happy and
begin to live a better life today.
Help your family and friends cultivate happy, healthy lives and share this information with them.
Coupon of the month

Recipe of the month

"Quick, easy and delicious! Particularly good with fresh "New" potatoes...no need to peel them, just wash and slice."
ITALIAN STYLE VEGETABLES
3
1
1
1
4
1
1
1/2
1/2
1/2

medium zucchini -- sliced
large Spanish onion (or yellow cooking onion) -- cut in half then thinly sliced
medium green or yellow pepper -- sliced into strips
medium red pepper -- sliced into strips
medium potatoes -- thinly sliced
teaspoon basil
teaspoon oregano
garlic powder, kosher salt and pepper to taste
cup grated Romano or Parmesan cheese
cup bread crumbs
cup good olive oil

Preheat oven to 350°F.
Layer vegetables in order, in a large greased casserole. Sprinkle each layer with some of each or the seasonings.
Mix cheese and crumbs together and sprinkle on top. Drizzle with oil and bake for about 1 hour, or until potatoes are
tender.
Condos continue to recover in August

Click the image to read the full press release
Overall sales were down 3.7% last month, compared with those of the previous August. Condos, however, were up
2.2%. “Condo sales have been slow over the past year or so, with the exception of last month, when they were up
25.4%,” says Doug Pedlar, President of London and St. Thomas Association of REALTORS® (LSTAR). “Obviously
that part of the market has been playing catch-up in July and August. That’s good to see. Condos are a significant
part of our housing stock and the market is strongest when all of its stock is moving well.” 554 detached homes sold in
August 2013, while 142 condos exchanged hands.
The City of St. Thomas’s market slowed a little in August. 54 homes sold in that City, down 15.6% . The average price
for a home in St. Thomas Year to Date stands at $196,268.
As for LSTAR’s jurisdiction overall, the average price for a home Year to Date stands at $246,984, an increase of
3.4%. The average price for a detached home over that same period stands at $262,609, up 3.2%, while the average
price for a condo stands at $178,536, up 4.2% from December 31, 2012.

Shane Haskell* and Martin McGrenere*
Sales Representatives*
www.theadvantageoftwo.ca / info@theadvantageoftwo.ca
Oh, by the way … if you know of someone who would appreciate the level of service we provide, please call us with their name
and business number. we’ll be happy to follow up and take great care of them.
Experience a level of service that will MOVE you!

What Do Buyers Want to Pay for Your Home?
If you’re selling your home, you’ll have
a very personal perspective on what it‘s
worth. You’ll remember all the hours
you put into making the backyard
flower garden beautiful, or the work you
put into renovating the basement, or
the money you spent on installing new
hardwood floors in the livingroom and
hallways.
It’s natural to want these improvements factored
into the asking price.
However, potential buyers don’t have that same
perspective.
Although they may appreciate the improvements made to the home, buyers will only be interested in paying
current market value for your property. That’s the price for which comparable homes with comparable
features are currently selling in your area.
Buyers don’t see all the hours you spent on improvements and renovations.
What they see, instead, are the final features: the hardwood floors, the freshly painted bedrooms, the
sparkling new master ensuite. Features like these will certainly help sell your home faster and for the best
price — but that price will likely be close to the current market value.
Now, it’s tempting to try to set a list price high above the current market value in the hopes that some buyer
will appreciate all the time and money put into the property. But that strategy rarely, if ever, works. In most
cases, pricing your home higher than comparable properties on the market only discourages potential buyers
from viewing it.
Buyers expect to pay market price.
The good news is that the current market value of your home may be a lot higher than you think.
The only way to know for sure is to have an experienced REALTOR® look at it and provide you with an
estimate.
Want to find out the current market value of your home? Call today.

Don’t Speak Too Soon
If you get an offer for your property that
you consider too low, resist the urge to
react in a negative way. It’s normal to
feel disappointed, or even insulted.
Just try not to show it.
Why? Because even a low offer signals, at the very
least, interest. That means the other party might still
consider a higher counter offer. And, they’ll be much
more receptive to that counter offer if the
atmosphere is positive.

Are You Adequately Insured?
With so much news about hurricanes,
wildfires, tornadoes and floods, we are
becoming more and more aware of the
unpredictable power of nature, and the
indisputable importance of insurance.
Although we may forget about our home insurance
policy for extended periods of time, we should
examine it carefully at least once a year, in case we
need to make an unexpected claim. It’s also a good
idea to keep a photographic and/or videotape record
of valuables (with copies saved off premises) to
more accurately estimate the cost to replace
important possessions, including:
Furnishings and equipment
Technical hardware, software and
accessories
Possessions, including books, art, antiques
Documents and business materials
Personal mementos, hobby equipment, tools,
etc.
Loss of time and/or revenue (for self-employed home office or small business)
Insurance should serve the purpose of providing good value while protecting material goods and looking after
family needs. To prevent irreplaceable loss and enormous disappointment, investigate the details of your
policy today, and make sure you fully understand the fine print.

notable, quotable... quotes!

“You have to put in many, many, many tiny efforts that nobody sees or appreciates before you
achieve anything worthwhile.”
Brian Tracy

“Courage is not the absence of fear, but rather the judgment that something else is more
important than fear.”
Ambrose Redmoon

“Never let your memories be greater than your dreams.”
Doug Ivester
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